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Ted Hughes and Sylvia Plath, 1958

‘‘No Other Appetite’’
Sylvia Plath,Ted Hughes,
and the Blood Jet of Poetry
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An exhibition held at the Grolier Club
from 14 September through 19 November 2005, 
drawn largely from the Sylvia Plath Collection
at Smith College and the Ted Hughes Papers

and Library at Emory University

The Grolier Club
New York

2005
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84 Ted Hughes at Yellowstone Lake, Yellowstone National Park,
Wyoming, photograph, July 1959. [emory]

85 Sylvia Plath rowing on Yellowstone Lake, Yellowstone National
Park, Wyoming, photograph, July 1959. [smith]

86 Ted Hughes to Gerald and Joan Hughes, picture postcard, 27 July
1959. [emory]

87 Sylvia Plath, “The Fifty-Ninth Bear,” annotated typescript, [1959].
[smith]

In a picture postcard to his brother, Ted Hughes recounts his and Plath’s 
encounter with a bear while camping in Yellowstone National Park: “We had
67 different sights of bears—one of them (no. 55) tearing the rear side win-
dow of our car out at 3 a.m. in the morning.” Plath later used the incident as 
the basis for her short story “The Fifty-Ninth Bear,” which dramatizes the
growing tensions between a young married couple: “More and more during
the second year of their marriage she seemed unwilling to go anywhere without
him. . . . She clung to him, shy as a child, as if he provided a sanctum outside
which she would be ruined, undone by brutal elements. . . . He did not see, or
did not care to see, how her submissiveness moved and drew him.”
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